[image: image1.jpg]



Ceci Maher, executive director of Person-to-Person, left, and Jan Smith, chairman of Person-to-Person board, accept a check from Jan Malcolm, vice president of allocations for the Community Fund of Darien.
Community Fund bestows $640,000 to area not-for-profits 
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In addressing the first annual breakfast to award grants held by the Community Fund of Darien, First Selectman David Campbell talked about the importance of social services and said he promised one supporter he would be the “social services” first selectman.

He marveled at the outreach of the Darien community and used the example of a single mother who was recovering from surgery and was helped by Touch of Life to pay for child care. The Community Fund uses the Touch of Life fund as a way to help Darienites identified by the town’s social services department who need minor financial emergency assistance.

The event was held last week and $640,000 was distributed to 26 agencies representing various services from the Darien, Norwalk and Stamford area.  Not-for-profit agencies in Darien such as the Depot teen center, Person-to-Person and Darien Family & Youth Options all were on hand to receive grants at the ceremony held at the Darien Community Association.

Bob Wells, the Community Fund president, spoke to breakfast attendees that included First Selectman David Campbell, who spoke, and Selectman Jayme Stevenson, who serves as co-president of the Depot.  Wells said that the Community Fund of Darien has a loyal base of people who donate and “our list is growing every year.”  

“Today represents the heartbeat of what we’re all about,” he said.  “We have 50 volunteers who serve on nine panels that audit each of your agencies. These people do their homework,” he said.  The panels visit the various agencies to determine the best recipients of the donations.  “We are very proud. You are what makes our area a genuine community,” Wells told the agencies at the breakfast.

Campbell, who took office in November, said he did not realize that this was the first ceremony of its kind.  “There have been a lot of firsts for me around here,” he said.  Campbell said that in his capacity as first selectman, he has found out “very quickly how much we have to be grateful for in Darien.”  “Especially for the reach out to other communities, and the efforts of all the agencies to help all those around us. Bob and Kiki, in particular, are holding this group together,” he said of Wells and Kiki Karpen, the Community Fund executive director.

Campbell said he visits with Olive Hauser, who runs the town’s social services department, four or five times a week, and probably “drives her crazy.”  “I just find it fascinating, all the things she has to deal with, and she relies so much on outside resources. The town’s government really hasn’t stepped up as it should at times and funded things as it should, and she has to be creative in getting help from the community,” he said.  “The outreach is fabulous,” he said.

“All this just shows the town working together in a collaborative way. We are thankful we have the Community Fund that helps the whole region, and we thank you for being here,” Campbell said.

The agencies that received grants included Child Guidance Center of Southern Connecticut, Child Guidance Center of Mid-Fairfield County, Kids in Crisis, Liberation Programs/ Darien Family & Youth Options, Family & Children’s Agency; Family Centers, Family ReEntry; YWCA of Darien/Norwalk, ElderHouse, Visiting Nurse & Hospice Care of Southwestern Connecticut, The Depot Teen Center; Domus/Trailblazers Academy, George Washington Carver Center, Yerwood Center, Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County, Shelter for the Homeless, Domestic Violence Crisis Center; The Center for Sexual Assault Crisis Counseling and Education Center, Abilis, Laurel House, STAR, Lighting the Way, St. Luke’s LifeWorks, Person-to-Person, AmeriCares Free Clinic in Norwalk, and Housing Development Fund.

The Youth Community Fund also donated $5,000 to Shelter for the Homeless, Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County, Christian Community Action and Domus, Stamford Academy.  The Youth Community Fund consists of public and private high school students who learn about issues and agencies, and make grants after reviewing applications and making site visits.

Smaller grants were also received by Post 53, Person to Person and A Better Chance of Darien, among others.

“On behalf of our many generous donors, the Community Fund of Darien is proud to be able to give our strong financial support and strategic guidance to these agencies that do so much to help people in need in Darien, Norwalk and Stamford,” Karpen told The Darien Times.

For more information, visit www.CommunityFundDarien.org.

