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The Community Fund of Darien recognized several dozen volunteers (pictured above) for their contribution to the community on Friday. Photo: Maggie Gordon / Darien News

Volunteers from throughout Darien were honored Friday at the 31st annual Darien Volunteer Recognition Day lunch, hosted by the Darien Community Fund at the Darien Community Association. About 100 Darienites turned out to recognize the work of the 50 volunteers who were honored at the luncheon.

Joe Viesta, owner of Michael Joseph's Catering, was the first to be honored at the event. He received the sixth annual Obie Harrington-Howes Community Spirit Award, which is presented to a Darien volunteer who serves with several organizations to make a difference in Darien through active volunteerism. Viesta works with STAR, Lighting the Way, the Center for Hope, the Darien Chamber of Commerce and the Community Fund of Darien.

"I know Obie very well, and to be given an award with his name means a lot to me," said Viesta, who has lived in Darien for 25 years, and volunteered for the majority of that time. 

Viesta said when he thinks about giving back to others, he doesn't think about doing "the right thing," but rather works to do "what needs to be done."

"It's not always about doing something for someone in need. It's just about doing what's right, and the hope is that that will trickle down to others," he said.

State Rep. Terrie Wood and Martha Rhein presented volunteers from various other organizations such as PTOs, church groups, non-profits and task forces with awards for their individual contributions to the community. The last award was given to the Darien Swap Shop by the Darien Board of Selectmen. Susan Cameron, Reese Hutchison and Dot Kelly accepted the award.

"The Swap Shop's been a terrific success. It's so rewarding when an idea you think is going to work actually does work," Kelly said. "And it's phenomenal to be recognized for it.

"I'm just awed, as the speaker said, of the volunteers in Darien. There are so many volunteers here who contribute their smiles and their time," Kelly said.
